VIRGINIA:
AT AN ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE BRUNSWICK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD ON THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2007, IN THE BASEMENT AUDITORIUM OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT BUILDING.
PRESENT:
BERNARD L. JONES, CHAIRMAN; WELTON TYLER, VICE-CHAIR; ROBERT H. CONNER, BARBARA JARRETT DRUMMOND, MARC FINNEY, WELTON TYLER, BOARD OF SUPERVISOR MEMBERS; CHARLETTE T. WOOLRIDGE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR; KIM HITE, RECORDER
*****

Re:     Regular Meeting at 6:00 p.m.

           The Chairman called the meeting to order.

*****

Re:     Approval of Agenda 

           Upon motion of Mr. Finney, seconded by Ms. Drummond, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the agenda.

*****

Re:
Public Hearing – FY08 Brunswick County School Budget

Dr. Oliver Spencer, School Board Superintendent, provided an overview of the FY08 Brunswick County School Budget and requested that the Board approve the budget as presented. 

The Chairman opened the public hearing for the FY08 Brunswick County School Budget.  The following persons spoke in opposition to the School Board 
Budget:

· Jerry Marston – 2024 Iron Bridge Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (expressed concerns about lack of fiscal accountability, previous spending practices as reflected in credit card audit reports and 65% funding allocation)

· Sidney Brown – 4307 Boydton Plank Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (expressed concerns about previous spending practices by the Brunswick County Schools and also expressed concerns about the lack of oversight of funds spent)
The following persons spoke in support of the School Board Budget:

· Myrtle Kelly Garnes - 2367 Reavis Gin Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget, stated that teachers should receive annual salary increases and bonuses for a job well done)

· Gwendolyn McMillan – 351 Fresh Meadow Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

· Jalen McMillan – 351 Fresh Meadow Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

· Clinton McMillan – 351 Fresh Meadow Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868

(requested to fully fund the budget, stated that he is willing to pay more taxes to assist with schools and asked that the new superintendent is given a chance to address issues)

· Martha Trusty – 1241 Smoky Ordinary Road Freeman, VA 23856

(requested to fully fund the budget and stated that the children deserve to have good educators)

· John Robinson – 21374 Christanna Hwy. Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (spoke in response to comments regarding spending practices and requested to fully fund the budget)
· Faye Perkins – 6945 Western Mill Road Freeman, VA 23856 (requested to fully fund the budget in an effort to keep good teachers)

· Anna Price – 508 Plank Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget to enable children to have future success)

· Deborah Eldridge – (requested to fully fund the budget for rewiring of schools, textbooks, tables, chairs, and competitive salaries for teachers)

· Annette Tucker – 19576 Hwy. 1 Brodnax, VA 23920 (spoke regarding teacher salaries and requested to fully fund the budget)

· David Harrison – 6530 Dry Bread Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (spoke in favor of a five year budget plan for schools and requested to fully fund the budget)

· Nancy Hicks – 20194 Christanna Hwy. Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

· Karen McMillan Greene – 343 Fresh Meadow Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

· Frank Conrad – 3838 Robinson Ferry Road White Plains, VA 23893 (requested to fully fund the budget to enable teachers to continue doing an excellent job)

· Renee McMillan Parker – 288 Fresh Meadow Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

· Anna Akers Pecht – 304 South Main Street Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (spoke regarding S.O.L. incentives and requested to fully fund the budget)

· Rebecca Akers – 304 South Main Street Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (she stated that she served on the school board during the time that the  audit report was done six years ago. She informed the auditor that the audit report was filled with errors and was informed by the auditor that the report would not be changed)
· Freddie Reekes – 204 Meadow Lane Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

· Katrina Conrad – 3838 Robinson Ferry Road White Plains, VA 23893 (requested to fully fund the budget and support teachers)
· Eartha McMillan – 343 Fresh Meadow Road Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

· Alfreda Jarrett Drake – 711 Windsor Avenue Lawrenceville, VA 23868 (requested to fully fund the budget)

Chairman Jones closed the public hearing as there were no additional citizens who wished to speak.
*****
Re:
Virginia Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission Resolution


The County Administrator stated that in February 2007 the Board of Supervisors voted to establish an Artisan Center Exploratory Task Force 
Committee to explore the possibility of converting the Old Primary School into an 
Artisan Center to promote tourism with economic benefits to Brunswick County, preserve the historic distinction of the site, and showcase and perpetuate Brunswick County’s artistic and cultural craftsmanship.  The Task Force met on April 3 and unanimously recommended to move forward with converting the Old Primary School into an Artisan Center/Visitor Center and Trail Head. Task Force members are:

· Bernard Jones, Brunswick County Board of Supervisors
· H.B. “Buck” Brockwell, Town of Lawrenceville, Town Council

· Joyce Bland, Town of Lawrenceville, Property Committee

· Charlette T. Woolridge, County Administrator

· C.J. Dean, Lawrenceville Town Manager

· Joan Moore, IDA Executive Director

· J.D. Somers, Chamber of Commerce President

· Sanda Tanner, Tourism Development Specialist for Southside Virginia

· Dorothy Thomas, Brunswick/Lake Gaston Tourism Association

· Nathaniel Neblett, Historical Society

· Marty Neblett, Artbank of Southside Virginia

· Michelle Bergsma, Artbank of Southside Virginia

Ms. Woolridge stated that the next step is to apply for a grant from the Virginia Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission to conduct a feasibility study and to stabilize the roof. She said the project total is $77,200, with a local match of $14,400.  The recommendation was that the Board adopt the following resolution to request funds from the Virginia Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Economic Development Grant and to approve the local match of $14,400:

Whereas, the Brunswick County Board of Supervisors wishes to apply for a Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Economic Development Grant, and;

Whereas, Tobacco Commission funds will be used to further economic growth and stimulate prosperity in the region by redeveloping the Old Primary School for use as an Artisan Center/Visitor Center and Trail Head, and;

Whereas, community and local government support has been demonstrated for this project, and;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that Charlette T. Woolridge, County Administrator,


is authorized to sign and submit this application on behalf of Brunswick County government;



Be It Further Resolved that Charlette T. Woolridge, County Administrator, is responsible for the accuracy of the application, execution of all grant-related documents, and for the appropriate use of funds should they be granted.

The Board members expressed support for the project; however, due to the existing challenges with balancing the FY08 budget, the funds are not currently available. 

Upon motion of Ms. Drummond, seconded by Mr. Finney, and unanimously carried, the Board tabled this item to allow staff time to explore alternative funding sources to fund the project.  
Ayes: Conner, Drummond, Finney, Tyler, Jones 
Nays: 
None

*****
Re: International City/County Management Association – Senior Executive Institute

The County Administrator is requesting to attend the Weldon Cooper 
Center for Public Service, Senior Executive Institute, at the University of Virginia, on July 15-27, 2007.  She stated that this is a two-week, intensive leadership development program that attracts local government leaders from around the world.  This program challenges leaders to grow and learn professionally and to transfer that knowledge to their respective communities.  Ms. Woolridge stated that the cost of the Institute is $5,000 and that she has received a commitment from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development, Office of Community Capacity Building, to provide $2,500 towards the training.  She stated that she has also applied for a scholarship to assist with the cost. The County 
Administrator’s recommendation is that the Board approve the request to attend the Institute and to provide funds, up to $2,500, from Revenue Excess funds to cover costs associated with the program. 
 Upon motion of Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Finney, and carried, the Board approved the County Administrator’s request to attend the Senior Executive Institute and to provide funds, up to $2,500, from Board of Supervisors Contingency Fund to cover associated costs. 
Ayes:
Drummond, Finney, Tyler, Jones
Nays:
Conner

*****
Re:
Personnel Committee Recommendation – Building & Grounds Worker I (part-time position)


Mr. Finney reported that the County Administrator received a letter from Mr. Paul Lassiter dated April 9, 2007, stating that he is retiring from Brunswick County, in the position of Building and Grounds Worker (Part-time), effective May 25.


Mr. Finney stated that on May 31, 2007, the Personnel Committee (Supervisors Jones and Finney, and the County Administrator) interviewed three candidates for the position. The top candidate possesses the following skills/ experience:

· Pervious experience performing duties as Custodian 

· Cleaning large office buildings

· Operating heavy equipment

· Handling cleaning agents, chemicals and/or pesticides

· Working as a team

· Performing multiple tasks simultaneously

Upon motion of Mr. Conner, seconded by Mr. Jones, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the Personnel Committee’s recommendation to hire the top candidate at a salary of $7.50 per hour, effective June 18, 2007.

Ayes: 
Conner, Drummond, Finney, Tyler, Jones
Nays:
None

*****

Re:
Comprehensive Services Act – Supplemental Appropriation FY07


The County Administrator spoke regarding the Comprehensive Services 
Act (CSA) which was created in 1992 to establish a comprehensive system of services and funding through interagency planning and collaboration in order to better meet the needs of troubled and at-risk youth and their families.  For children who meet these criteria and are in need of treatment/care, this is a mandated service that shall be provided by localities.  The cost of this care is funded through federal, state and local dollars.


The numbers of mandated children and the associated costs for these at-risk children have dramatically increased over the past several years.  The need for residential treatment has escalated in Brunswick County as well as across the state.

JLARC was directed in 2006 to evaluate the administration of the 
Comprehensive Services Act on a statewide basis.  Included as part of its study, 
JLARC shall evaluate and examine costs, quality of services provided, methodology for projecting caseloads, adequacy of funding, and accountability of residential treatment facilities.  These are only a sampling of items to be looked at during the course of the study.


Brunswick County has been fortunate in that the impact of the increased needs of this mandated program has not substantially affected the budgeted dollars until this fiscal year.  As the Treasurer advised earlier in the fiscal year, mandated service costs have significantly increased for fiscal year 06-07.  This will ultimately translate into a larger requirement in local dollars for fiscal year 07-08 as well.


Since this program is a mandated service to be provided to children at risk, as a local government, the County is required to provide the local share of the costs attributable to these services.  The projected expenditure additional appropriation need for FY06-07 is $320,000.  Of that amount, an increase in reimbursement from state/federal dollars in the amount of $190,000 should be appropriated and the required additional local match of $130,000 is required to balance the projected FY06-07 encumbrances. 

These projected supplemental funding requirements are based on the best estimates we have at the present time.  The exact amount of local supplemental need is contingent on how and when Medicaid reimbursements and/or adjustments filter down as they are approved at the state level.


The County Administration made the following recommendation:

· Appropriate to CSA Services line item - $320,000

· Appropriate to CSA State/Fed Revenue line item - $190,000

· Appropriate to CSA additional local funds - $130,000**


** (Revenue Excess Balance -
 $80,000)


   (Undesignated Gen. Fund Bal. -
 $50,000)


Mr. Conner asked Ms. Beverly Brewer how many children are coming into the County from other areas.  She stated that the children they are dealing with are already on Social Service’s list and are long term residents.  Ms. Brewer stated they do have some children who have moved into the County from other counties within the state.  
Upon motion by Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Finney, and unanimously carried, the Board approved the recommendation as stated.

Ayes:
Conner, Drummond, Finney, Tyler, Jones
Nays:
None

*****
Re:
Adjourn


Mr. Jones stated that it was brought to his attention by Mr. Jerry Marston that applause was allowed during the public hearing period. He stated that the Board previously agreed that this would not be allowed.  Mr. Jones thanked Mr. Marston for bringing this to his attention and apologized to attendees.


Upon motion of Mr. Tyler, seconded by Mr. Finney, and unanimously carried, the Board adjourned until June 14th at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Conner stated that he had a previous engagement which he had made the Board aware of and will be unable to attend this meeting.

Ayes:
Conner, Drummond, Finney, Tyler, Jones
Nays:
None

_____________________________

________________________
Bernard L. Jones, Sr., Chairman


Charlette T. Woolridge, Clerk
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