DRAFT

As recommended by the Tourist Home Committee 
Short-Term Dwelling Rental 

Brunswick County Zoning Ordinance
Article 2. DEFINITIONS
Add
Short-term dwelling rental.  A dwelling that is rented in durations of less than 30 days.  This includes dwellings rented out by individual owners and dwellings rented out on behalf of an owner by a property management group.  Dwellings rented on a month-to-month or longer basis shall not be considered as part of this use but rather part of the otherwise applicable dwelling use.

Remove

Tourist home.  A dwelling where lodging only is provided for compensation for up to 14 persons (in contrast to hotels and boarding houses) and open to transients.

Brunswick County Zoning Ordinance

Article 7.  RESIDENTIAL, LIMITED, DISTRICT R-1

7-1. Use regulations.
Add

7-1-18. Short-term dwelling rental, with a conditional use permit

Brunswick County Zoning Ordinance

Article 8.  RESIDENTIAL, GENERAL, DISTRICT R-2

8-1. Use regulations.

Add.

8-1-28. Short-term dwelling rental, subject to requirements

Remove

8-1-6. Tourist homes.
Brunswick County Zoning Ordinance

Article 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS

Add

1-16. Short-term dwelling rentals.

1-16-1. Requirements.  The following regulations shall apply to all short-term dwelling rentals for any period less than 30 days for residential dwelling units in Residential, Limited R-1 and Residential, General (R-2) zoning districts.
1-16-2. Permits.  The owner of a dwelling unit to be used for short-term rental shall apply and receive approval of a permit from the County prior to utilizing the dwelling unit for short term rental based on the following:
(a)
Residential, Limited (R-1), approval of a conditional use permit from the Board of Supervisors

(b)
Residential, General (R-2), approval of a zoning permit from Zoning Administrator

1-16-3. Lot requirements.  The parcel on which the dwelling is located must be a legal building lot and legal access from a public road to the subject parcel must be demonstrated.

1-16-4. Smoke detectors.  Dwellings must contain operable smoke detectors in each bedroom of the dwelling unit as well as one on each floor (including the basement) and outside of any bedrooms.

1-16-5. Fire extinguishers.  There shall be a working, two-pound minimum, ABC rated, fire extinguisher mounted in a visible and readily accessible area (i.e. kitchen or hallway) within each dwelling unit.

1-16-6. Noise.  This use must comply with the adopted Brunswick County noise ordinance as applicable. (See County Code, Chapter 30, Article1, Section 30-1.)
1-16-7. Parking requirements.  The following regulations shall apply for parking:

(a)
All vehicles of tenants must be parked in spaces specifically reserved for the dwelling unit being rented.  No vehicles shall be parked in, along, or on the sides of roads at any time.  A map clearly indicating the subject property boundaries and appropriate parking spaces must be provided to renters.
(b)
All boats, jet skis, and trailers of tenants shall be parked on the lot on which the dwelling unit is located.  No boats, jet skis, or trailers shall be parked in, along, or on the sides of roads at any time.
1-16-8. Occupancy.  The maximum number of occupants in the dwelling unit for overnight accommodation shall be calculated as two (2) guests per bedroom.  The number of bedrooms shall be determined by reference to health department permits specifying the number of bedrooms and/or the certificate of occupancy issued by the Brunswick County Building Official.

1-16-9. Health requirements.  The following shall be required regarding septic systems for short-term dwelling rentals.

(a)
Dwellings must have an approved onsite wastewater system recognized and approved by the Brunswick County Health Department according to the Health Department’s applicable regulations.  
(b)
Private septic systems shall be inspected annually by a contractor licensed by the Virginia Department of Health and the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulations.  Documentation showing the septic system has been inspected shall be submitted to the County annually to show compliance.  If annual inspection results determine that maintenance is required, documentation shall be submitted to show required maintenance was completed.

1-16-20. Inspections.  The owner of the dwelling unit shall schedule an inspection with the Brunswick County Planning and Building Department to ascertain compliance with all the performance standards stated in this ordinance prior to the rental of the dwelling unit.

1-16-21. Appearance.  There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the dwelling unit or premises, or other visible evidence of the conduct of short term rentals.

1-16-22. Permit renewal.  All permits issued for short-term dwelling rentals shall be for one (1) year and shall be renewed on an annual basis.
1-16-23. Revocation of permit.  Brunswick County may revoke a permit for repeated noncompliance with required performance standards and/or violations of an approved conditional use permit.

1-16-24. Fees.   The following fees shall apply to applications for short-term dwelling rentals:
(a)
The initial application fee (conditional use permit) for a short-term dwelling rental is $500, due at the time the application is submitted to the County.

(b)
Annual renewal fee is $25.00 for all short-term dwelling rentals.
1-16-25. Taxes.  The owner shall remit any local, state or federal taxes as

required by law.

1-16-26.  Nonconforming use.  Property owners who can document their 
involvement in short-term dwelling rental activity that predates the existence of 
the Brunswick County Zoning Ordinance, as adopted by the Brunswick County  
Board of Supervisors on October 21, 1992, and effective on December 1, 1992, 
and in which such activity has not ceased for a period exceeding two (2) years, 
shall be considered a legal nonconforming use and not subject to the regulations 

of this ordinance.
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